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WORKING FUNDAMENTALS OF "M0RM0NI5M."*

Elder John A. Widtsoe.

I HAVE rejoiced, my bietliven and sisters, in the thrilling and
remarkable testimonies that have been borne dnring this con-

ference. My testimony has been strengthened. I shall go out
with food for reflection for the next six months and longer, and
feel to rejoice that I had the privilege of hearing the address of

oiu' President and the testimonies that have been borne at the
two meetings that Ave have had of our conference.

I am always happy to bear my testimony, even though it has to

be done nnder the difficult sense of responsibility that rests upon
every person who attempts to address the great gathering in this

tabernacle on tliese great occasions. I do know that this is the
Gosi^el of Jesus Christ. I bear witness to the truth of the testi-

monies that have already been borne, and Avish to add that there

is no greater joy in my life than that which comes to me because
of this great and abounding knoAvledge.

Many thoughts have gone through my mind, as through yours,

dnring the two previous sessions of our conference. I have beeu
reminded especially of a remark made to me just a Aveek ago to-

day Avhen I hai)pened to be at Jerome, Idaho, in the company
of a luimber of people Avho AA^ere not of our faith. One man, a
prominent man in the county, said to me: "The enemies of

'Mormonism' may say many things about yoiu* faith, but it

seems to me that there is one thing that we can all say in behalf

of the 'Mormon' people and the 'Mormon' institution,—that it

AA'orks ; it works successfully in behalf of mankind. It achieves

and has achieved that Avhicli it sets out to achieve." This

*Di.scourse deli\'erecl April 7th, 1923, at the Ninety-third annual con-

ference in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City.
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remark made me think serioiisly about a good many tilings per-

taining to the Gospel, for it seems to me that there is no higher

test of trutli than tliat an organization suceeeds in doing tliat for

wliich men establish it or hold it in honor. In iaet, 1 believe one

of the great modern [)hilosophies is based entirely upon the prinei-

ple that if a thing woiks in behalf of its cause, if a system is

successful in achieving the puri)oses proposed, there must be a

large element of trutli in that system and in such attempts. So

one of the proofs of the truth of "Mormonism" lies in the fact

that during the long period of its existence, approaching a

hundred years, it has successfully been able to bring peace,

happiness, joy and satisfaction into human lives, into the lives of

those Avho have partaken of its blessings.

This question of "workability" came to my mind yesterday

Avlien our President gave a number of statistics pertaining to the

present condition of the Church. Most of my time during the

last few months has been given over to educational work in

connection with the Church school system. When the President

gave the figures as to the niimber of Latter-day Saints attending

college, high school and elementary school, I was reminded of the

comparative value of tliose figures as another evidence of how
successfully "Mormonism" works in behalf of its people. Ac-

cording to the figures given by President Grant yesterday, we
have in this Church 8.6 young people attending college out of

every thousand members of the Church ; whereas, in the Avhole

United States tliere are only 4.9 per thousand population attend-

ing college. In this Church we have nearly twice as many college

students per capita as in the country at large. I was interested

also in the high school figures. According to the figures given us

yestei-day, there are 60.6 individuals per thousand attending high

school in this Church ; Avhereas, in the United States as a whole,

there are only 20.8. That is, nearly three times as manj'" young
people are attending high school in the Church of Jesus Christ as

are attending high school, on the average, in this great laud of

ours. In the elementary schools the difference is not so great,

for in our Church there are 223.3 students out of each thousand
of membership, attending the elementary schools, as against 204

in the countr}^ at large. Nevertheless, this is also a substantial

increase, though not so great, because of the fact that elementary
education is usually required bj^ law in the states of the Union

;

but as soon as the high school and the college periods are reached,

where men's free agency above and beyond the obligations of the

law is manifested, then at once this great Church lea^js forward
far beyond the average of the ])eople of this country. I have no
doubt that there may be other communities in the United States

with probably nearly as high a college and high school attendance,

but I doubt whether any survey that may be made Avill show a
higher attendance of college and high school students.
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I call >'()ur at lent ion (o t liis not incrcly liccaii^c of t lie interest

i(. always awaiveiis in ns to find that, wc; are standing- lii^li in the
desirable act.iviti(!s oF IIk; \\()rld, l)nt beeause it shows how
" Mornioiii.sni " iunetions in IIm; lii'c^ ol" luinianiby, how Ihoron^dily

it works. Education is placed as one of the great and foremost
activities of a civilized world ; and here a despised, and sometimes
more than desi)is(Ml, [)eopU^ makes a survey of its educational
conditions and finds that the si)iritof education is stronger within
this group of people tlum in any other, perhaps, throughout the
country, and stronger than the average Avithin the coinitiy

as a whole. Another evidence, another test of the truth of
" Mormonism."
Many peo[)le have asked how it is that '' IMormonism" so func-

tions ; how it is able to work in sucli a fashion in behalf of

humanity; because I might take any thing else, any other activity,

sound and good and designed for the welfare of the human race,

and show practically the same conditions that apijl^' to the course
and the cause of education. One man will declare that the reason
why these things are so in " Mormonism" is merelj'" because bj''

some accidental condition, great men have arisen in " Mormon-
dom." Joseph Smith was a tremendously great character; every
student, whether of our i)eople or not, will admit the gi-eatness

of tlu! man. And so, those who do not understand us will say we
had a great man to found our Church and that exi)lains how we
are able to show a condition so favorable. Another will say that
Brigham Young was such a great man. And so, as I read recently

in a book not long since [)ublished, all "Mormonism" may be
explained because of the gi'eat men that " Mormonism" has had.

Another book declares that the reason why this test of truth, this

test of litness to human conditions, measures ui) as well as it does,

is be(;ause "Mormonism" has been placed under very difficult

conditions. It had to light its way in Missouri. It had to fight

its way out herci in the desert. It has been opi)osed by men,
and as a consequence it has been able, through o[)[)osition, to

develoi) into the great institution that it is to-day.

Any such explanation, my brethren and sisters, is insufficient

to those of us who have luiderstood the sjjirit of the remarks that
have been made at this conference. There are in this Churcli
great fundamental principles, and reflected from those princi-

ples are great fundamental practices. The possession of these

princii)les, the use of these practices, lie at the foundation of any
explanation of the vitality and the strength and the fitness of
" Mormonism " to serve the human i*aee ; and that is my testimony
to you. as I understand this great Gospel of Jesus Christ.

President Grant si)oke of some of these great practices, in his

address yesterda5^ He called our attention to the soil, to the
home, to the advantage of placing the familj^ unit in the open
country to deal with nature and the problems of the soil, and he
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laid it down to all of us who care to follow him, as a i"iUHlanieiital

practice in the building of this Church, This Cluircli can not get

very far along unless it does adhere to tliese fundamental jjiinci-

ples and practices, such as were outlined to us yesterday. As to

the soil and its products and life on the soil and life under the
open sky, and the life of contest, not with men so much as with
nature, with the soil, with the water we put on the soil, with the
air, the sunshine, and wdth the various conditions of agriculture;

out of such contacts and out of such contests comes the great

strength that we need in the building of our Avorld. "Mormon-
ism" is full of jiist such ])rinciples and such practices. The safe

road is to be trodden by those who understand tliese i)ractices,

wlio attempt to live them, and to use them in their daily lives as

eternal reflections of fundamental principles of the Gosi)el.

I bear you my testimony that it is easy, if one ^vill but humble
himself and keep near to God in i)rayer and in service, to under-

stand these great fundamental world-shaping principles of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, and almost as easy to practice them.
To-day and yesterday have seemed to ine, in this tabernacle, to

be a great rebuke of doubt. I am speaking just now before one
of the amplifiers, and if I am speaking into this concave device

properly, I imagine that my voice is carried nuich better than it

ordinarily is, into the remote parts of this building, and possibly

into the Assembly Hall. It is a tremendous advance, a tremen-
dous rebuke to those of my day, unbelievers in God, who have
said to me: "What is the use of praying? God can not hear.

Your voice merely stirs waves in the air, and God is so far away
that the waves disappear and can not reach Divinit3^ You are

wasting your time." Yet to-day we have these great amplifiers

under the stand, that I looked at yesterday, by which these Avaves

are taken out of the air, thrown into some other medium, and
carried on again into the air until the voice is spread broadcast
over the earth, if we so desire. I know, my brethren and sisters,

that the main concern of man is to make of himself, by lighteous

living and by proper attempt, day by day, by doing that which
he knows to be right, a great amplifier by which he may under-

stand the whisperings of the Holy Spirit of God. I pray that
every one of us may be given such strength, may be given such
Avill and such oi)portunity as to make ourselves clear instruments
for the discovery of the great truth that God has in store for all

of us ; and I bear you again my testimony that tliis is the truth,

in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

"Prejudice gets into the pul[)it first; reason does not arrive

until later on. That is the ordinary march of the human mind."
—Voltaire.
"True obedience is true liberty."—H. W. Beecher.
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BACK TO THE OLD WAYS.

Thomas W. Brookijank.

On tlie 25tli of May, 192;}, at New York, U. S. A., Mi-. Elbert H.
Gary, Cliairiiiaii oi" the United States Steel Cori)oratioii, delivered

what is known anion^- officials of that organisation as the annual
address. ]insiness interests, and how they could best be i)roinoted

were, of course, the central points around which Mr. Gary's
thoughts revolved; but in times like the present the discussion

of great business affairs, when handled by men of broad views,

naturally opens the way for remarks concerning the existing

social and religious status of Christendom in general. So Mr.
Gary, while disclaiming any intention of preaching a sermon, did,

nevertheless, urge a sweeping return to the practice of the
religious principles which were observed in earlier times by our
forefathers, if the world desires to find a cure for the ills that
now afflict mankind in its social and moral capacity. But his

exhortation in this matter is not something that now breaks for

the first time with startling suddenness upon our ears, since? Mr.
Gary merely gives voice to a warning and associated counsel that
have been sounded loudly for sevei'al years past in many Christian

lands, by men in high positions, who do not preach for hire nor
divine for money.
This wise counsel for Cliristendoni to get Ijack to the old waj's

when men and women believed in the revealed word of God and
practiced Gospel i)rinciples is but the essence of the proclamation
that has been sounded long and faithfully since 1830 by thousands
of " Mormon" missionaries, who have been sent forth by divine

authority to warn tlie ])eople of the worlil generally whither they
are trending, and to counsel a return to the laws of God and a
practice of them in their fulness and purity. Mr. Garj^'s position

practically recognizes as true and pertinent the teachings and
admonitions of this Church in pointing oxit the Avay to temporal
prosperitj^ and the perpetuity of desirable social and religious

conditions in the world at large.

Doubtless Mr. Gary will not be ostracized from the society and
communion of sectarian Christians on account of the stand he has
thus taken ; though when the Elders of this Church first began to

preach the necessity of a return to true Gospel princii)les and
practices they often did so at the peril of their lives, and in some
instances were compelletl to make the supreme sacrifice. Even in

present times, " Mormon" missionaries are persecuted not a little

only for teaching practically the same things as those for which Mr.
Gary gets a generous measure of praise. Just why what this suc-

cessful business man advises should be considered wise counsel,

while the same things when taught by this Church are de-

nounced as foolishness and unworthy of serious attention on the
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part of Clii'istifins, in a ])roblein left foi- the reader to solve in liis

own Avay.

Ml'. Gary did not say ii\ so many words that there has been a
" fall in g-away " from the pure [)rinciples of the Gospel and their

jn-oper practice and administration,—a ralling-a\\'ay which in

other terms means that the churches have lapsed into a state of

av)ostasy ; but it is a i)lain inference from his statement that if

the world wants to find a cure for its i)resent ills, it must get back
to the religion of former times,—hence, the churches of this day
can not be acceptable to God, since a change from what they are

to something far better is necessary if the world is to be saved

from ruin. The phrase "far better," just used, was written

advisedl.y, for the extent of the change necessary can be measured
only by the diiference there is between a i)ower—an organi/,ati(m

—

that is heli)less to cure the world of its ills, and another A\hich

can do the work effectually, and bring peace, contentment,
happiness, and unity to our race—a difference as great as that

Avliich exists between ])rinciples which lead to decay and ruin, on
the one hand, and vigor and prosperity on the other.

Among vai-ious truths uttered by Mr, Gary this one, that

"religion is simple, plain, business sense," should commend itself

to every business man in every de[)artnient of human activity.

It is just as good sense for employees as it is for employers. Who
can question that it is good sense also to have a religion that \vill not
need a reconstruction of i)rinci])les later, in order to fullyaccomplish

the piu'pose for whic^h Christ gave the Gospel to tlie world?
But Mr. Gary did not stop with the utterance of the tense

statement just quoted, but launched into a vigorous defense of

the Bible as the \N^ord of God—as being what it claimed to be.

What he said in this connection would be -wortli the prayerful

consideration of every Christian in lands where that book is

assailed from all quai'ters by infidels—many of ^vhom pose as its

friends ; but since his remarks concerning the Bible as the word
of God do not directly have reference to the subject now in hand,
they are omitted. However, a part of what he said, by way of

w^arning to his hearers, respectnig the prosi)ective future history

of the great nations now existing unless tliej' get back to the old

ways of serving God, are in point, and are herewith submitted :

"One who reads of, or personally witnesses the evidences of the

rise and fall of great nations and communities and cities is led to

believe that an overruling God determines their destiny. Coriuth,

for a k)ng time a dominating citj^ known as the luxurious and
wicked city, to-day has oidy a small community, with a few
remaining magnificent ruins, partly uncovered. Such nations as

the United States, Great Britain, France, Italy, Japan, China,
Germany, Austria, Russia, will do avcII to continually bear in

mind tiie history of the past and the probabilities of the futin-e.

'Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.'"
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Ml'. Gary .six^aks rroiii personal observation of what lie saw
when on a visit to some of the places involved, and respecting the

rnins at Athens he snys : "Why did an all-niercil'nl Providence
permit sneh awt'nl destrnction and decadence? Read history and
ascerttiin; read Paul's epistles. Perhaps you Avill also discover

why the Roman Empire fell—why many great nations and cities

fell from power and prosi)erity, but more particularly why other

great nations may hereafter perish."

In harmony with the statements and counsel of Mr. Garj'^, as

thus set forth herein in part, the Ndtiondl Ti-ibioic, Washington,
D. C, in its issue for June 2Sth, 1923, closes an editorial in these

Avords: "Tlu; Church and the Sunday-school must once more be
brouglit into repute. Unless there is a strong return to the

morals aiul teachings of former years society will die through
disintegration. Honesty will perish from the earth, and the

people Avill descend to the low moral scale of the Soviets and
Chinese, Avhere the only deterrent to crime is the fear of being
discovered and punished."

Secular newspapers that are friendly to the churches and the

cause of Christianity frequently sound just such notes of warning,
and give the same counsel ; and from many a rostrum through-

out Clu-istian lands, earnest and eloquent pleadings for a return

to the old ways of serving God are heard.

(to be continued.)

FORGIVE AND FORGET.

Forgive and forget—it is better

To fling every feeling aside,

Than allow the deep cankering fetter

Of revenge in thy breast to abide.

For thy step through life's path shall be lighter,

When the load from thy bosom is cast

;

And the sky that's above thee be brighter

When the cloud of displeasure has pass'd.

Though thy spii'it swell high with emotion
To give back an injustice again,

Let it sink into oblivion's ocean,

For remembrance increases the pain.
—Anon.

" Character is higher than intellect. Thinking is the function
;

living is the functionary. The stream retreats to its source. A
great soul will be strong to live as well as to think. Living is a
total act ; thinking is a i)artial act. Let the grandeur of justice

shine in his alTairs. Let the beauty of alfection cheer his lowly
roof. The scholar loses no hour that the man lives."

—

Emersox.
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DAAaD O. jMcKay, Ell i tor.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 30, 1923.

EDITORIAL:

TWO CONFERENCES.

Two conferences have recently been lield in Lansainie, Switzer-

land. One was a conference of diplomats from several different

nations, held for the purpose of establishing more amicable re-

lations with each other, and particnlarly of determining the
advisability or inadvisability of ceding to Tni'key certain claims

laid by that nation in the flush of victory over her centnry-old

enemy, the Greeks. For months the eyes of all the civilized world
Avere turned to Lausanne, while the representatives in conference
debated tlie questions of territorial expansions and national and
international concessions. The other was a conference of Elders

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, who are

laboring in Belgium and Switzerland. They had assembled in a
local to consider not the acquiring of property or financial gain,

or temporal power, but to determine the best ways and means of

rendering greater service to the French-speaking peoples living in

the two countries represented.

The delegates to the first conference met in luxury, and Avere no
doubt rewarded richly for their services. The delegates to the

second met in a reputable bnt plain hall, lodged in the most
reasonable but respectable hotels, and paid all expenses out of

their OAvn purses. Members of the first group schemed each day
to see how much they could get; members of the second group
planned each day to see how much they conld give. National
selfishness caused days of discord, and even threatened disrup-

tion in the first ; unselfishness and a desire to lose self for the good
of others produced unitj'', harmonj^ and inspiration in the second.

The first represented temporal goA^ernments ; the second, divine.

Yet the second conference Avas obscure. Excepting the an-

nouncing of placards, and a few references in local papers, nothing
was known aboiit it, even by the people in whose interest the

conference was held, and even some of those who attended failed

to see, or if they saw, refused to believe the object of the con-

ference.

One of the Elders in an address referred to the fact that he had
often read and heard from friends about the wonderful sceneiy

of Switzerland. He had received letters from relatives Avho had
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visited Lausanne, who had described the beaut}' of Lake Geneva,
and the grandeur of the suirouiiding mountains. All of this

created in him a desire to see Switzerland himself. Three years
ago, this desire was gratified. He visited Lausanne, but he saw
no mountains—he scarcely got a glimpse of the lake. He rode
through Switzerland w itliout even seeing the Al[)s. Last winter,

he made a i-eturn \i.sit to two or three cities, with the same
result. Alps, lakes, and even half the city Avere enveloi)ed in

clouds of mist. But on this trip to Lausanne lie had beheld the

surrounding sceneiy in all its sublimity. From the vine-covered

hillside he had viewed the securely-guarded ('hillon Castle, and
had included in his vision at the same glance the snow-covered
Dents du Midi. Enchanted, he had beheld the Jungfiau towering
in the glittering sunlight of a cloudless skj^, above the massive
glacier moving imperceptibly but surely toward the torrents

gushing from them. All this, and much nu)re of but little less

grandeur had been hidden from his view on his two previous
visits.

Just so, are the divine purposes, plans, and achievements of the
Church of Jesus Christ hidden from the uiulerstanding of the
world. Mercenary, and in many instances impure and vicious

men and women and preachers divining for hire have covered the
Church with a mist and fog of falsehood aiul vituperation, and so

dense is this enveloi)ment that often fair-minded people, hearing
of the good as well as the bad, and seeking an opportnnitj^ to in-

vestigate for themselves, at first have difficulty in penetrating the
density of the prejudice that shuts (mt the truth standing out so

undeniably, thougli temporarily obscured, before them. Closer

investigation, clearer understanding, always reveal to them the
glory and sublimity of the divine truths as revealed in 1830, and
as taught by the despised and often obscured Nazarene, the Savior
of the Avorld.

Thus it is that while the conference of seventy Elders of the
Church was assembled in Lausanne, tens of thonsands of i)eople

"were admiring the scenery in this playground of Europe, Avholly

oblivious to the mighty social, ecoiu^mic, soul-saving, nation-

preserving principles which these uiu)bserved, humble men were
beholding in heaven-lit grandeur.
The Elders emphasized some outstanding features of the Church.

Five of these are: (1) That obedience to the Gospel i)roduces health

and longevity
; (2) that it encourages industry and produces pros-

perity^; (3) that it ensnres social harmony in connuunitj^ life, and
promises the only sure means by which the peace of selfish, war-
torn nations may be secured

; (4) that it gives that true education
to man which leads to a knowledge of God and Jesus Christ, to

know Whom is eternal life; and finally, (5) that tens of thousands
of men and women are consecrating their time, their wealth, and
their lives, to the gloi'ious task of declaring to the world the
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reality of the truths, and ot" inviting every nation to lielp rlissipafce

tlie niiwts of prejndice which now envelop tlie Clnuch, so tiiat the
glories of revealed truth niiiy stand out in bold relief to the ad-

miration, peace, and eternal salvation of man.

"O say, what is truth ? 'Tis the fairest gem
That the riches of woi-Uls can jirodncc

;

And priceless the value o'i truth will be when
The proud monarch's costliest dicidem

Is counted but dross and refuse.

Then say, what is truth ? 'Tis the last and the first,

For the limits of time it steps o'er

:

Though the heavens depart, and the earth's founttxins burst.

Truth, the siim of existence, will weather the worst,

Eternal, unchanged, evermore."

D. O. M.

THE PROGRESS IN GERMANY.

In A letter written to President McKay, President Fied Tndje
of the Swiss and German mission reports some of the inspira-

tional conferences and meetings that have been held recently in

that mission. Excerpts of the letter folloAV :

"A few days ago I returned from the Dresden and Chemnitz
conferences. The Dresden conference was held in IJreslau,

where we had an attendance of nearly nine hundred. The day
after the conference we baptized twentj^-three in the river Oder.

There I witnessed something which I believe I shall never forget.

The baptismal service "was held between six and seven o'clock,

and about a thousand people were watching us. It was a ^\•onder-

ful sight to see so many lined up on the banks of the river and
watch the brethren bai)tize. Everything was in good order, and
after the baptisms had been performed an open-air meeting was
held. ... A special meeting was held on Wednesday, in

Dresden, where three hundred and fifty were present."

A new conference (tlie Breslau conference) Avas organized, Avith

Elder Ludwig 11. Schoberth as president. The letter continues:

"Our meetings in Chemnitz were also )nost successful. In our
morning session over 1,200 were present, and in the afternoon

there were about 1,150. There Avas a wonderful spirit in all the

meetings held, and I am sure that the work Avill progress here."

"Tiiio human soul is like a millstone : when it is giA^en wheat to

grind, it turns and transforms the wheat into flour ; when nothing

is placed in it, it still turns and wears out itself."

—

Luthkk.
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THE FINE ART OF LIFE.

C. Iv. ITavighurst. D.D.

I coMio to sponk to you upon " Tlie Pine Art of Life." Tliat life

is an ;ii't .searcely (Miters tlie tlionglit of tlie average niiin ; niueli

less, that it is a fine art. Tlie most of us are mere artisans, not
artists; and many of us only bungling' artisans, for we liaudle

so unskill fully the materials of life. We are pi-one to worsliip at

tlie shrine of the useful and put too low a value on the beautiful.

And this depreciation of beauty in human life arises, I think, out
of a misconception of its nature. We seem to believe that
beauty is something added tt) nature, a sort of a decoration or

trimming, and therefore wholly incidental. The fact is, beauty
is sti'uctural, beauty is organic : it is in the nature of things. It

is the outward exi)ression of an inner perfection. The green
peach, as it hangs upon the bough, is anything but beautiful;

but as it grows toward fulness of life, matui'ity, ri{)eness, its

cheek becomes flushed Avith beauty. Beauty, then, is fullness of

life, maturitj^, ripeness—the one final goal toward -which all

nature moves and toward which all human life should move. . . .

Let us seek to discover, if we may, some of the laws of the art
of life; for this, the most difficult of all arts, has its laws as

precisely defined as are the laws of music or painting or scul{)ture

or architecture. And it is the business of the artist of life to find

out these laws and bring his life into subnussiou and obedience
to them.
In the first place, to be a true artist of life we must know the

\\orld we live in ; must get acquainted witli materials we have to

handle. God has put the materials all hei-e out of which we are

to fashion our lives. This world is our workshop : here are our
materials and our tools. Surely the God who made it all, who
built for us these mighty cathedrals of nature with their walls of

rock and spires of granite altars of inisuUied snow, and choirs of
stream and cataract ; who spread out before us the enrapturing
sunrise and the gorgeous sunset, and carved out the titanic

gorges, and made the laughing torrents leap boisterously over
the precipices, and filled the groves with song, and clothed the
hills with garments of glory—surely He would not have us stand
deaf and dumb and blind amid it all, utterly unresponsive. He
wants us to know.
And we must not only know the world, but we nuist absorb it

into ourselves, must take into our being the beauty of the world
about us. That after all is the most accurate test of a man's
life— what it takes in. It is not the environment that measures
the man, but the life res[)onse to that enviiomnent. Some years
ago I stood in Yosemite, that beautiful dream valley; shut in as it

were, from the whole world, with a beautiful cari)et of green
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bcueivtli us, and nature's tracery of ferns and flowers around us;

with a bewildering variety of architectural forms, great granite

Avails, (;()lossal towers, splintered crags and massive domes, cloud-

wrai)t and sky-mantled, rising above us and beyond us; Avhile

all was overhung witli a dreamy, slumberous atmosi)here of

matchless blue. And as I stood tliere at the foot (jf Yosemite
falls, and looked up, it seemed as if a pure river of foaming silvery

whiteness was pouring itself right out of the blue sky. The
beauty, the grace, tlie witchery of it, who could describe it?

And yet one man in our party, as he looked up at it, exclaimed :

"My! If all that water were turned on an innnense wheel,

A\ cmldn't it make things hum." In the presence of that scene of

indescribable beauty and majesty he heard nothing but the soul-

thrilling music of a clapper to a grist-mill. That man was au
artisan, not an artist. He had not taken into himself God's Avorld

of beauty ; there was no response to the environment.
But we must not only know the world we live in and absorbe

it into our being ; we nuist know ourselves. Self discovery is one
of our fundamental tasks. We must not only understand our
own personality, but we nuist know the principles and forces

that quicken and nourish and develop that personality. Just as

the tree out yonder, by tlie law of vital selection, knows just

what to take from its environment and what to reject, in order to

grow and bud and leaf and blossom into beautiful fruitage, so

we must learn what is vitally related to our being, what to take

and Avhat to reject, from our environment in order to bring our
natures to plenary development, and thus to supreme beauty.
What are some of these forces that are vital to human person-

ality?

First, I mention truth. You can't grow a beautiful human life

without truth. Truth is the central bottom-most quality in luan.

It is the one supreme ethical fundamental. There is absolutely

no room in a beautiful life for untruth. That was John Ruskin's

message : all art must be truthful. Standing in Venice one day,

he saw a cathedral in ruins, and he said, "Somebody has been
untruthful; somebody placed Ijang stones in those walls and
foundations.'" Entering a home he found people burning up with
fever, and he said, "Somebody has been untruthful; somebody put
lying lead in the drainage pipes." One daj^ he saw a great ship

dashed against the rocks and a hundred lives were lost, and he
exclaimed, "Somebody has been untruthful, somebody put lying

links into the great cable, the great anchor chain tliat ought to

have held the ship when the storm came." Rushing into a
church one day in the midst of a heavy rain storm, he saw large

buckets ])laced to catch the Avater as it dripped from tlie matchless
frescoes of Tintoretto, and he said, "Somebody has been un-
truthful; somebody has placed lying tiles upon the roof."

If trnth is llie great law of all art and artisanship, it is pre-
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eiiiineiitly tlio first law of the art of life. That was a fiiu^ tribute

which Di". Saumel Johnson paid to his friend Boswell :" He has

no j?eiiins, but so truc^ is lui that if lie piouiiscd a man a(M)rns and
no acorns gi-ew in l^juj^iand that year, lie would go all th(! way to

Denmark to get his acorns rather than break his word."

Another principle that is vital to man's personality is [nirity.

Schiller, the great German poet and art critic, said that the true

artist is revealed as nnich in what he r(\iects as in what he aece[)ts.

The artist of life is revealed in what he rejects. The least taint

of evil, the faintest suggestion of sin, the minutest influence that

mars or stains or defiles a human life, nnist be uncomi)romisingly
rejected if one would fashion a beautiful life. There is absolutely

no place for sin. The ugliest thing in all the universe is sin, and
one of our first tasks is to get rid of our ugliness, the ugliness

of sin.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,

Grace to cover all my sin ;

Let the healing streams abound,

Make and keep me pure within.

The third principle I mention as being absolutely vital to human
l)ersonality and essential to its complete develo[)ment is love

;

love viewed not merely as a beautiful sentiment but esijecially as

a principle of action. No life can have its highest fulfilment and
realize its supreme beauty and glory that does not express itself

in luiselfish service. When Elihu Root was called into the Roose-
velt cabinet as Secretary of State, an intimate friend wrote him :

"Why not Avait three years and get the substance instead of

being the shadow now?" Mr. Root wrote back : "I have alwaj's

thought that the oii[)ortunity to do something worth \\ hile is the
substance, and trying to get something—tlu; shadow."
The mau whose chitd' business is to take the orange of life and

squeeze it to see what he can get out of it, squeeze it with monej'-

getting, or pleasure-getting, or honor-getting or any other form
of getting, Avill find at the last that he has only an empty rind in

his hand.

All immortal achievement has at its centre the motive of service

and sacrifice. No man ever yet lived a great life luitil in glorious

self-forgetfulness he lost his life in the life of others. A young
college student Avas persuaded by his mother to visit an art

gallery, Avhere a fine painting, "The Man of Galilee," was being
shown. The young man had no artistic taste and was not much
interested in the gallery. After gazing at the picture for some
moments with intense earnestness, he started to go out, Avhen one
of the attendants avIio noticed his earnest attitude, said to him :

"It is a great picture." " Yes, it is a great picture," said the boj'.

" And it is Avell named, 'The Mau of Galilee.'" Then he went back
and looked at it again—gazed upon that face, until his gaze became
transfixed and Avith softened voice lie said: "O Thou Mau of
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(Jalilcc. if t !ici'(> is nii>'( liiii<;- I ciiii do to lici p Yon in i\\v. work t iiat

Von arc doini;- in tlic world, connl. on me!" Oii. may we all, as

\V(! look up into liu! t'aco of our Cliri.st to-day, say it, say it as \\i\

have iievei- said it bc'fore :
" Count on ine ! Count on me!"

These, then are the laws of a beautiful life: truth. i)uritj',

love—love tliat exiiiesses itself in sei'vice ; the canons, if you
please, of the fine art of life. More beautiful than flowers or

bird note or mountain or sky or sea; more beautiful than the

finest marble tiiat has ever l)ecn carved, or canvas that has ever

l)een painted, or i)oem that lias ever l:een sun^, is a human life

that has incarnated truth. i)nrity, love. Pre-eminently there has
been but one such life ; but one absolutely beautiful life that has

evei" been lived on earth : the one oidy life that never had a flaw

in it to mar its beauty, or s[)()t to stain its ])urity, or shadow to

bedim its luster, or blemish to hide its divinity. It 'was the life

of Him who came not to be ministered inito, but to ininister ; who
went about everyw hei-e doing good. If you want to know the
fine art of life, look at that life. Standing at the lakeside preach-

ing to the multitudes, or sitting ;\t the wayside w ell unfolding
mysteries of the kingdom : shnring in the festivities of a wedding,
rejoicing with them that rejoice, or standing at the grave of His
friend weeping in tenderness and love; in the temple among the
doctors of the law, or in tlie crowded street among the wretched
poor; or healing the sick or raising the dead, or taking np little

children in His arms and blessing them, or thundering His in-

vectives at sin, or groaning beneath Gethsemane's Ijurden, or

dying on Calvary like a God—He is everywhere and all the time
the one transcendently beautiful, perfect, Divine Man, the one only

l)attern of beauty for every human life. That is " the beauty of

the Lord our God," which the Psalmist prays may come upon us.

May it come ui)on you to-day, my young fi-iends ; maj' it come
ui)on us all.

—

TJw C/iristian Adioealc.

FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

Branch Reorganizations.—Sunday, the 12th inst., Brother Joseph
Falconer was sustained as second counselor in the Liverpool

branch, and as Sunday-school sui^erintendent. Brother James
Barwick was sustained as sui)erintendent of the Mutual Improve-
ment Association, w'ith Sister Elizabeth Grimshaw as second
assistant.

Branch Conference.—On Sunday, the 5th inst., a branch confer-

ence w as held at Batley, Leeds conference. In the first service,

a very interesting program was rendered by the Sunday-school
children, after Avhieh, reports showing progress were given of the

various organizations. President Guy A. Poulsen presided over
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;iM(l coiidMctlcMl tlie I'Vciiiiij;' services. Tlie speakers were Hlldeis

JoliM (J. Osbonie, J^'iedei'iek (i. Stoddard, and reicy WlielLoii,

and Pit'sideiit I'oidseii. JJetweeii t\\v aL'tei noon and (iveiiiiig

jiieetiiit;s an oriieers" meeting' was held, in widcli Pi'esi(]ent Poulsen

gave some V(;ry good advice and ]^]ldei- I'ercy Wiietton spoke on
tlie keeping of records.

Baptisms.—Tliursday, tlie 9tli inst., a bai)tisinal service was
conducted by Pre.sident Josei)li E. Wright at *"]3eseret," Ijondon.

One candidate was baptized by Elder ]^]nierson V. AVilh^y. and w as

later confirmed by I^]lder Don M. llees.

Friday, the 17th inst., one candichite was baptized by I^ilder

John C. Bell, at Helen's IJay (Irish con Terence). The Sister uas
confirmed the 19tli inst., by Elder Robert AVarburton.

A baptismal service was held Sunday, the 19th inst.. at the
puplic baths in Burnley (Liverpool conference). Thirteen were
bai)tized l)y Elders Leonard D. Jenson and Lyle A. Kiggs and
Avere confirmed the same evening in their various branches by the

Elders and local brethren.

Socials.—Saturday evening, the 28th ult.. in the Ilandsworth
chapel, Birmingham, a farewell social was held in honor of l<]lder

Edward W. Southwick, who has been transferred from the
Birmingham conference to the Bristol conference. A large num-
ber of friends and Saints enjoyed au interesting i)r()grain. Asa
tokeu of appreciation and remembrance, the traveling Elders

of the conference presented Elder Southwick with a stainless

carving set,

Wednesday, the 1st inst., a farewell social was held in the

Handsworth chapel, Birmingham, in honor of Brother Sanniel

Dyson. A large number of Saints and friends enjoj'ed a wcdl-

prei)ared i)rogram arranged by the Handsworth branch annise-

ineut committee. The members of the branch i)resented Brother
Dyson with a token of respect and remembrance.
A very successful farewell social was held at Durham House,

Liverpool, Wednesdaj^ the 1st inst., in honor of Brothers Charles

James and George Bourne. An interesting program was reiidereil,

and games Avere enjoyed by the many Saints and friends present.

Tokens of apprecation of their faithful services in the branch
were presented to Brothers James and Bourne, by the members.
On Monday, the Gth inst., under the direction of the Xottingliam

branch (Nottingham conference), a very successful and enjoj'able

social was held at Wood Thorpe park, Nottingham. Games were
played and refreshments were served to over one hundred
people.

Monday, the Gth inst., the Sundaj^-school of the Hull branch,
Hull conference, enjoyed au outing at Beverley West Wood. All

took part in the enjoyable community singing, races and games.
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Tlio Carlisle brancli of the Newcastle coiirereiice enjoj'ed a very
HuccesHi'ul picnic and ontiii^'-at Wigton on Monday, tlieOth inst.

The afternoon was enjoyed in games and sports. The sisters

furnished refresliiuents.

One of the best-attended outings held for some time by the
Liverpool branch was held in Calderstones i)ark on Mondaj', the

6th inst. A base-ball game, races, and a picnic made the after-

noon enjoyable.

Monday, the 6tli inst., the members of the South Shields branch,
Newcastle conference, with many friends' and investigators,

enjoyed a very pleasant day's outing. Games were i)la5'ed and
refreshments were served. Ninety were present.

The Handsworth branch Primary Association held a very siic-

essful concert in the Handsworth chapel, Birmingham, on Wed-
nesday, the 8th inst. A vaudeville entertainment was rendered
by friends and members of the branch. Refreshments were
served. More than fifty members were in attendance.

Saturday, the 11th inst., the Saints and Elders of the Belfast
branch (Irish conference) held a delightful outing at Helen's Bay.
Everj^one enjoyed himself thoroughly.

DEATH.

Ure.—Sister Ann Kennedy Ure died Monday evening, Jul}' 2.Srd, 1923,

at her home, 32 St. Steven Street, Edinburgh. Deceased was born April

22nd, 1839, at Ardchattan, Scotland, and was baptized July 12tli, 1901, by
Elder John H. Russel, and confirmed by Hugh McKay. In the passing

away of Sister Ure the Edinburgh branch loses one of its oldest and
most faithful members. Interment took place Friday, July 27th, at

the city cemetery. The funeral Avas conducted by Elder Osmond O.

Jorgensen.

Leggat.—Sister Chalmers Leggat died Friday, August 3rd, 1923.

Deceased was born Jime 27tli, 1896, at Partick, Scotland, baptized Sep-

tember 5th, 1909, at Glasgow, by Charles W. Burt, and confirmed by
George Thomson.
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